
THE CHARTER OF THE FOREST AFTER 800 

YEARS – ITS MEANING THEN AND NOW 
  

The Temple Church will host a symposium based upon this 

Charter, which came into being 800 years ago, and two years after 

its more famous cousin Magna Carta. 

 

Speakers 

Professor Sir John Baker QC, the eminent legal historian, will explain what 

the Charter was at the time of its creation and what role it played in its 

early years. 

  

Professor Stephen Toope, newly installed as Vice Chancellor of the 

University of Cambridge, will discuss the extent of the Charter’s influence 

in succeeding centuries. 

  

Professor Geraldine Van Bueren QC of Queen Mary, London will argue for 

the contemporary significance of the Charter in inspiring the demand for 

social justice in the twenty-first century. 

  

All are welcome, and there will be ample time for everyone to make a 

contribution to this important but controversial debate, which will be 

followed by refreshments. 

  

The evening will be moderated by Stephen Hockman QC, Middle Temple 

Treasurer in 2015 (the year in which Magna Carta had its 800th anniversary). 

  

Monday 30th October 2017 at 5.45 for 6 pm in 

the Temple Church, Temple, London EC4. 

  

 

For enquiries please contact the Temple Church Administrator at 

Catherine@templechurch.com 


