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Area of expertise

Criminal Law

Professional memberships

Criminal Bar Association
Kent Bar Mess
South Eastern Circuit

Profile
Recommendations

"Very intelligent, tactically astute and inspires confidence in his clients."
Legal 500 [2019] Midland Circuit
"An accomplished junior who has acted in a vast number of cases, including those concerning
homicide, serious violence, sexual offences and fraud."
Strengths: "A really canny operator and a first-rate advocate."
Chambers UK Bar Guide [2018]
"A terrifyingly good advocate."
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Legal 500 [2018]
"He's an extremely confident and commanding advocate, capable of undertaking the most serious
work. His written work is also excellent: prompt and succinct."
Chambers UK Bar Guide [2017]
"An instinctive advocate and excellent cross-examiner"
"He fights doggedly for the lay client and is an expert in unlawful killing and serious violence"
Legal 500 [2016]
"This senior junior both defends and prosecutes complex and high-profile cases such as gangland
shootings and homicides."
Strengths: "He is an exceptional advocate who has a commanding courtroom presence. He is a
fearless opponent who nevertheless possesses the soft skills to deal with the most vulnerable of
clients. He quickly identifies the heart of a case but also finds points of law that elude others."
Recent work: Prosecuted in the high-profile Lee Birch murder trial."
Chambers UK Bar Guide [2016]
"He is an intense advocate who certainly gets the jury's attention."
"He is an individual with acute intelligence, who is passionately committed to his clients and works
incredibly hard for them."
Chambers UK Bar Guide [2015]
"Very popular with juries, and persuasive in his advocacy."
Legal 500 [2015]

Education
M.A. Queens’ College, Cambridge University in Modern History;
Admitted Solicitor 1986
Practice
John O’Higgins is a leading junior who has specialized in Criminal Law for over 25 years. He has an
enviable reputation as a formidable advocate. He is known in particular for meticulous preparation
and this provides the basis for an impressive success rate.
His particular areas of expertise include homicide, serious violence, sexual offences, drugs and fraud.
Having defended exclusively for his first fifteen years in practice, in the last ten years he has
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developed a substantial prosecution practice and now divides his time equally between prosecution
and defence.
He has appeared in numerous cases of homicide including murder, attempted murder, manslaughter
and causing death by dangerous driving. In 2013 he successfully defended Sarah Ripley [with
Richard Barraclough QC] leading to her acquittal of both murder and manslaughter. That year he also
prosecuted Nathan Rawling who was convicted of a life-threatening attack on a 30-day old baby. In
2014 he successfully defended Marcia Francis who was acquitted of attempted murder and
prosecuted Lee Birch who was convicted of the murder of his ex-wife.
As of autumn 2014, he is appearing as leading counsel for the prosecution in a 14-defendant
Conspiracy to Commit Fraud by False Representation and Money Laundering case. Later in 2014, he
has been retained to defend in the “clingfilm” homicide trial at Canterbury Crown Court.
John O’Higgins is recognised in the leading Bar Directories. He has appeared for the last six years in
the Legal 500 (Crime) as “first rate” [2011], for homicide, drugs and fraud [2012] and as “excellent at
supporting the solicitors who instruct him” [2013]. In 2014 he was ranked as a “leading junior” on the
South Eastern Circuit and described as “extremely thorough in his preparation of a case”.
John O’Higgins has been appointed as a “Grade 4” prosecution advocate and is a member of the
specialist rape panel. He is the immediate past “Senior” of the Kent Bar Mess.

Direct Access

Authorised to accept Public Access work
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